How to Make a Bee Home
out of Reusable Materials
Materials Needed

PREPARE YOUR HOUSE:

House
Waterproof recyclable container (at least 20
cm long, 5cm diameter)
Optional: paint - blue, yellow and white are
most visible to bees
Nesting Tubes
- Packing paper – 10-25 pieces (depending on
container size)
- cut into 17cm x 25-30cm strips
- Pencil OR wooden dowel (8 mm diameter)
Optional: 5mm, 6mm and 7mm dowels for
other bee species
Insulation
Bundle of newspaper OR plastic bag
Other Supplies
- Masking tape
- scissors

1. There are many containers that are
suitable for making into a bee home,
including coffee cans, plastic buckets and
milk cartons. Find one that measures at
least 20cm long and 5 cm wide.
2. If necessary, carefully cut your container so it has an opening the width of its diameter.
Since the straws will be 15 cm long, it’s important to leave a 5cm overhang as extra
protection for your bee tubes. Avoid creating too long of an overhang, as we want the tube
entrances to receive direct sunlight.
3. Painting your house can help waterproof a container and is necessary for clear or
completely white containers. Also, you can create a funky design to spice up your garden! At
minimum, ensure that light is not able to pass through the side or back walls of the
container.

PREPARE YOUR TUBES:
1. Take a piece of packing paper. Place a dowel on top, lining it with the edge of the paper
closest to you. Ensure that the end of the dowel hangs over the edge of the paper on at least
one site.
2. Tightly roll the paper around the dowel, creating a 17cm long tube.
3. Using small pieces of tape, secure the roll of paper to prevent unraveling
4. Carefully slide the dowel out of the tube
5. Bend one end of the tube of each straw and tape it down. Through the open end of the
straw, double check to make sure no light comes through the bent end.
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6. Tape the bundle of straws together. Wrap it snugly with insulation to protect developing
bees.
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7. Insert bundle of straws into your prepared container. Ensure there is a space somewhere in
the container to place cocoons. Do not place cocoons into the tubes!
8. Optional: You can also color or paint the edges of your tubes, as shown in the diagram
below. This helps the bees find the way to the correct tubes, and not get lost.
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PUT UP YOUR HOUSE
Ø Install your bee house in late winter/early Spring (before the end of March)
Ø Ensure the front of your house is facing east or Southeast, receiving the morning sun.
Ø Place your bee home between 3-5 feet off the ground to protect from predators and ensure
easy access
Ø Ensure your bee house is well protected from the elements, such as under an awning or
inside an open crate.
Ø Make sure there is a good flower source located nearby, especially with early-blooming
flowers for mason bees

Sources:
Bauer, E., Lynch, L., Golick, D. and T. Weissling. (2015). Creating a solitary bee hotel.
University of Nebraska - Lincoln Extension. Institute of Agriculture and Natural
Resources.
BeeDiverse. (2002). Level 1 Mason Bee Kit. www.beediverse.com.

2

